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ABSTRACT

ISSUES OF HALAL PRODUCT CONTAINING ALCOHOL WITH REFERENCE
TO REGULATIONS IN BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Alcohol is a well-known term to majority of people. It is considered to be synonymous to
intoxicant (al-khamr), which is strictly prohibited in Islam. However, this perception
appears to be misleading as alcohol was also used as common ingredients in halal industry.
This study aims to decipher the issues of halal products with reference to regulations in
Brunei Darussalam. The three objectives are: firstly, is to determine the meaning of khamr,
alcohol and ethanol and also their application in halal industry. Secondly, is to find out the
issues pertaining to halal products containing alcohol. Thirdly, is to study halal regulation
of Brunei Darussalam in matters related to the use of alcohol in products. To achieve the
objectives, both qualitative and quantitative methods have been adopted for data collection.
Data has been collected using primary data sources such as structured interviews and
survey, and also previous findings as secondary source. Major findings revealed two
important points on the issue of halal product containing alcohol. First of all, according to
the analysis of survey conducted on the issue of alcohol from 165 respondents, found that
Muslim consumers in Brunei Darussalam are found to have an excellent knowledge on the
basic rulings of alcohol and khamr. However, they are found lacking in terms of the
application of naturally produced and synthetic alcohol in halal industry. Secondly, it was
found there is a lack of global halal regulations among MABIMS countries in terms of
determining the usage of alcohol in halal industry. From further analysis, it can be deduced
the source for this issue are due to: 1) the methodology in issuing farwa, and 2) scientific-
related reasons. To solve these issues, some suggestions are proposed which mainly involve
on the intensification in spreading awareness on halal issues to the public masses in Brunei
Darussalam.

Keywords: Alcohol, Issue, Regulation.
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ABSTRAK

ISU-ISU PRODUK HALAL YANG MENGANDUNGI ALKOHOL DENGAN
RUJUKAN KEPADA PERATURAN DI BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Alkohol adalah istilah yang diketahui di kalangan orang ramai. la dianggap sinonim
dengan al-khamr, ianya dilarang secara keras di dalam Islam. Walau bagaimanapun,
persepsi ini dilihat mengelirukan kerana alkohol juga digunakan sebagai ramuan produk
yang pada kebiasaannya digunakan dalam industri halal. Kajian ini bertujuan untuk
menguraikan isu-isu produk halal dengan merujuk kepada peraturan di Negara Brunei
Darussalam. Tiga objektif tersebut adalah: pertama, untuk menentukan makna khamr,
alkohol dan etanol dan juga aplikasinya dalam industri halal. Kedua, untuk mengetahui
masalah berkaitan dengan produk halal yang mengandungi alkohol. Ketiga, mengkaji
peraturan halal Negara Brunei Darussalam dalam hal-hal yang berkaitan dengan
penggunaan alkohol dalam produk. Untuk mencapai objektif, kaedah kualitatif dan
kuantitatif telah digunakan bagi pengumpulan data. Data telah dikumpulkan
menggunakan sumber data primer seperti temu bual secara berstruktur dan kaji selidik.
Hasil penemuan sebelumnya juga digunakan sebagai sumber sekunder. Penemuan
utama menunjukkan dua perkara penting mengenai isu produk halal yang mengandungi
alkohol. Pertama sekali, menurut analisis tinjauan yang dijalankan mengenai isu
alkohol, daripada 165 responden, didapati bahawa pengguna yang beragama Islam di
Brunei Darussalam mempunyai pengetahuan yang sangat baik mengenai peraturan asas
alkohol dan khamr. Walau bagaimanapun, mereka didapati kurang mengetahui
mengenai penggunaan alkohol yang dihasilkan secara semula jadi dan sintetik dalam
industri halal. Kedua, didapati terdapat ketidakseragaman peraturan halal secara global
di kalangan negara-negara MABIMS dalam menentukan penggunaan alkohol dalam
industri halal. Dari analisis lebih lanjut, dapat disimpulkan bahawa sumber terhadap
masalah ini adalah disebabkan: 1) metodologi dalam mengeluarkan fatwa, dan 2) alasan
yang berkaitan dengan saintifik. Untuk menyelesaikan masalah-masalah ini, beberapa
cadangan diajukan terutama bagi meningkatkan kesedaran mengenai isu-isu halal
kepada orang ramai di Negara Brunei Darussalam.

Kata Kunci: Alkohol, Isu, Peraturan.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

Generally, everything on earth are halal and permissible to be used and consumed by
Muslim. However, there are certain restrictions to this general rule if there is a specific nass
and dalil that prohibit the consumption and usage of a thing and substance. The boost and
the potential of halal industry, especially in food, non-food products and services had
opened the room for both Muslim and non-Muslim industry players. This is because of the
high demand by consumers due to the increase of Muslim population worldwide. This can
be seen from the Islamic Economy Report where from 1.8 billion Muslim consumers
worldwide, Muslims had spent USD$ 2.2 trillion in 2018 on sectors such as foods,
pharmaceuticals, and others and this numbers are expected to rise to US$3.2 trillion by
2024 as reported by the state of the Global Economy Report 2019/2020. However, the most
imperative area in halal sector is food because food is a sustenance that we, human, cannot
live without, and therefore further scrutiny is placed in this sector. This is proven from the
State of Global Islamic Economy Report 2019-2020, where from 1.8 billion Muslims in
2018, they have spent USD 1,369 billion and this are expected rise to 1,972 billion in 2024.
Halal food sector had seen the highest number in comparison to other sectors due to the
advance technology and the growth in halal hub. This is also one of the reasons that this
dissertation will only focus on food sector.

Nowadays, with the rapid development of halal industry due to its huge potential profit
to industry players also produce some halal issues and complications that needs to be
addressed for the benefit of Muslim consumers. As an example, the usage of alcohol in
products.

This dissertation will discuss on the issues of halal product which contains alcohol
with reference to regulations in Brunei Darussalam. The issue of alcohol is closely-related

! DinarStandard in partnership with Salaam Gateway. (2019). 2019/2020 State of the Global Islamic Economy
Report. Dubai: Salaam Gateway.



to khamr because of some perceptions that define both terms as similar and one meaning.

As a result, it creates the doubtfulness in consuming product with alcohol.

1.1 Background of the Study

In all halal products, there are several things specifically mentioned in Al-Qur’an that
should not be existed in a Muslim food or products, even a drop or a piece of it, or else it
is considered as haram; Islamic legal ruling which prohibit Muslims from using it in any
forms and consuming it. However, the main contaminants that are commonly used in
products are swine and its by-product, and intoxicant or also mentioned in Al-Qur’an as
khamr. The prohibition of swine can be referred to verse 173 of Surah Al-Bagarah in the

Holy Qur’an:

& e JJM\ OB JA\ Uy s ads a2 &) ’Qi; u\%
&) lsib B O‘ ale 436 56 s

“He has only forbidden to you dead animal, blood, the flesh of swine,
and that which has been dedicated to other than Allah SWT. But
whoever is forced [by necessity], neither desiring [it] nor transgressing
[its limit], there is no sin upon him. Indeed, Allah SWT is Forgiving and

merciful.””

Furthermore, in Surah Al-Ma’idah, verse 90 had stated the prohibition of khamr

(intoxicants):

P

i e oo a e of . &5 oS sed ((E o AT 2F L F
Olazadl Jab e 03, 43 N N s 5 sad G \Oi,uu@i\g%)
§l i 2SUd 1

“O you who have believed, indeed, intoxicants, gambling, [sacrificing

on] stone alters [to other than Allah SWT], and divining arrows are but

2 Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:173. Dr. Muhammad Tagi-ud-Din al-Hilali and Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan. (n.d).
Translations of the meanings of the Noble Qur’an in the English Language. Madinah: King Fahd Glorious
Qur’an.



defilement from the work of Satan, so avoid it that you may be

successful. 3

Prohibited or doubtful ingredients, like things sourced from pork and alcohol, are
frequently used and added in the production because of cost-efficiency and easy
accessibility. As a result, to ensure all food and beverages, including also other types of
product does not contain any of the contaminants and harmful material, halal regulations
are introduced by the relevant authority in each respective country to verify the halal
integrity of these merchandises are maintained and as a guarantee on the consumer’s safety

when they are in contact with it.

1.2 Definition of Terms

Alcohol - It is referring to a colourless flammable liquid which is produced by the natural
fermentation of sugars and it is the main ingredients which cause intoxication in alcoholic
beverages.* Alcohol was also used when referring to alcoholic beverages. For the purpose
of this dissertation, this term will mean chemical compound of hydroxyl (-OH) and will not
be referring to alcoholic beverages.

Halal - Halal is an Arabic word which means lawful or permissible.

Issue - According to Macmillan Dictionary®, it is referring to a matter that peoples are
discussing or arguing about. While, according to Merriam-Webster®, issue can be defined
as i) a vital or unsettle matter, and ii) concern or problem. Thus, issue in the context of this
dissertation mean the problem faced for the halal products containing alcohol.

Product - Product can be defined in several ways such as to 1) mean something that was
produced by effort, or some mechanical or industrial process such as food or cosmetics, 2)
the result of some natural process, or 3) a result or consequence.” However, the exact

meaning intended for this dissertation is to mean commodities offered for sale, specifically

3 Surah Al-Ma’idah, 5:90

4 Lexico. (n.d). Alcohol. Retrieved at: https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/alcohol [date of access: 23
January, 2020]
5 Macmillan Dictionary. (n.d). Issue. Retrieved from:
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/issue_1 [date of accessed: 20/09/2020]

& Merriam-Webster. (n.d). Issue. Retrieved from: https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/issue [date
of access: 20/09/2020]

7 Collins. (n.d). Product. Retrieved at: https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/product [date of
access: 23/01/2020]



referring to edible products, such as food and pharmaceuticals, which involves the ingesting
of it.

Regulation - Regulation is a rule or order made and maintained by an authority®, usually a
government. According to Cambridge Dictionary, the term regulation means an official
rule or the act of controlling®. In other words, regulation is referring to a sanctioned order,
rules and Act. Consequently, halal regulation is an official act or order which control the
halal activities. For the purpose of this dissertation, the term ‘halal regulation” will be

referring to the halal standard, halal guidelines and act of Brunei Darussalam.

1.3 Scope of the Study

The scope of this dissertation is to explore the issues of halal product containing alcohol
with reference to alcohol. This study will consist of the clarification of the meaning, rulings
and the application of the three terms (khamr, alcohol and ethanol).

This study also covers the two main issues of halal product containing alcohol.
Firstly, is in terms of the lack of knowledge among Muslim consumers in Brunei
Darussalam on the subject of alcohol. Secondly in terms of the lack of global halal
regulation in regards to alcohol. For the latter main issue, for the purpose of this study, it
will only cover the halal regulation of Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia and
Singapore (also known as MABIMS country). This study will not cover the halal regulation
of other countries which are not stated above. In addition to that, the two factors that led to
the lack of global halal regulation will be discussed in this study, mainly the determination
of halal limit of alcohol in products and the acceptability by MABIM in the application of
istihalah. The researcher limited the scope of this dissertation to only focusing on the two
previously stated factors.

Lastly, it will consist on Halal Regulation in Brunei Darussalam which are relevant
to the matter of alcohol. Particularly on Brunei Darussalam Standard Halal Food 24:2007
and Brunei Darussalam Guidelines for Manufacturing and Handling of Halal Medicinal
Products, Traditional Medicines and Health Supplements GD 24:2010. For the purpose of

8 Lexico. (n.d). Regulation. Retrieved at: https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/regulation [date of access:
23/1/2020]

®Cambridge Dictionary. (n.d). Regulation. Retrieved at:
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/regulation [date of access: 23/01/2020]



this dissertation, it will not consist of other halal regulation which was not stated, like
Brunei Darussalam Guidelines for Manufacturing and Handling of Halal Cosmetic
Products GD 26:2016.

1.4 Problem of Statement

The main issue pertaining to alcohol came from the confusion relating to understanding the
meaning of khamr in Qur’an, specifically stated in verse 90-91 of Surah Al-Ma’idah. Based
on past literature, alcohol and khamr have a very close-knit relation. This is due to the
perception that all alcohol is haram due to the understanding that alcohol is only referring
to intoxicants and alcoholic beverage. Every intoxicating drink contains alcohol.
Nevertheless, not all types of alcohol can be considered as intoxicants (khamr). In addition
to that, the term ethanol also added into the mix-up. Ethanol was usually the term used in
referring to the ingredient in alcoholic beverages and products, as can be seen from past
literature.'® However, the question now is whether alcohol and ethanol is the same or not.
As alcohol and khamr have close relation, it further adds the question whether ethanol also
have connection to khamr. These questions will surely result to confusion among Muslim
consumers as this would directly affect their food consumption. This is due to their
obligation as a Muslim to observe every intake to ensure the purity and validity of their
worship to Allah SWT. Thus, these three terms need to be made clear in term of their
meaning, ruling and also their application in halal industry which purpose is to eliminate
the doubt they have regarding this matter. In addition to that it can also build up their
confidence in choosing their food.

The misconception in understanding khamr to mean alcohol creates a problem to
the Muslim consumers as it is indistinguishable from naked eye between the alcohol content
in alcoholic beverage and the alcohol in other edible products. The reason can be sourced
from the fact that alcohol was also used in halal industry, such as a preservative, flavouring

10 Ahmad, A. N., Yang, T. A, Hani, N. M., & Abdullah, W. N. (2014). Alkohol dalam Makanan: Fatwa
Semasa di Rantau Asia Tenggara. Ulum Islamiyyah Journal, vol. 14: pp. 1-18.

1 Dato Seri Setia Dr Hj Japar bin Haji Mat Dain @ Maidin. (2019). Meningkatkan Kelestarian Hab Halal:
Sumbangan Fatwa Mufti Kerajaan Negara Brunei Darussalam. 4 International Seminar Halalan thayyiban
Products and Services: Pusat Penyelidikan Halalan Thayyiban, UNISSA. Pp.2-3.



and solvent.’? This led to the question on the extent of knowledge Muslim consumers have
in regards to alcohol. By determining their level of knowledges on the matter of alcohol
will give idea in which area needs to be improved to reduce the misunderstandings on
alcohol. Up to now, there is no studies have been conducted to measure the level of
knowledge of Muslim consumers, focused in Brunei Darussalam, on the issue of alcohol in
halal industry.

According to a newspaper’s report'®, it was discovered that halal regulations on
halal food in global market has significant gaps, including in lack of unifying standards.
Standards can be defined as ‘a set of specifications that are implemented within an industry
to allow compatibility between products.’** In other words each country who has
establishes their own halal regulation have little or no similarity with other countries halal
regulation in terms of the standard set. The study of Norhidayah binti Pauzi in ‘Analisis
Perbandingan Penentuan Piawaian Halal Antara Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapura dan
Brunei’®® had listed out the issues in relation to the different halal standard of the four
countries (Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and Brunei). Some of the issues that can be
identified and related with the lack of halal regulation are firstly, on the issue in setting the
halal limit of alcohol in products. Secondly is on the acceptability in applying the principle
of istihalah in determining a ruling. The source of this problems needs to be studied to
understand more why there are differences in halal standards between these four countries.
With the findings of the study later will probably be able to give an idea a little bit of ways
to solve this problem that high possibly will not be possible for a person to do. The reason
IS because it requires all the parties involved in the halal industry, especially the halal
certification body. It is significant to address these issues in the lack of global halal
regulation pertaining to alcohol. One of the main reasons is it creates confusion among

Muslim consumers especially in choosing halal products. It is known that in local market,

12 Nazih Hammad. Basri bin lbrahim Al-Hasani Al-Azhari (Trans.). Noraine Abu (Ed.) (2004). Penggunaan
Bahan-Bahan Yang Haram & Najis Dalam Makanan & Ubat-Ubatan. Kuala Lumpur: Al-Hidayah
Publishers. Pp. 83-87.

13 Koo Jin Shen. (2016, June 8). Global Halal Food Lacks unifying Standards: Report. The Brunei Times
Retrieved September 25, 2020 from https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2016/06/08/global-halal-food-
lacks-unifying-standards-report.html

14 The Free Dictionary. (n.d). Standard. Retrieved from: https://www.thefreedictionary.com/standard [date of
accessed: 25/09/2020]

15 Norhidayah binti Pauzi. (2016). “Analisis Perbandingan Penentuan Piawaian Halal Antara Malaysia,
Indonesia, Singapura dan Brunei”. Ph.D. Thesis, University of Malaya.



there are lots of imported products which are labelled as halal by their respective halal
certifying bodies. These certifying bodies had set halal standards which are dissimilar with
Brunei’s halal standard.

The increased number of people participating in halal industries means that halal
regulations needs to be established to ensure that halal integrity are maintained throughout
the whole halal supply chain. In Brunei Darussalam, there are several halal regulations
established for the purpose of ensuring the halal integrity in product. As an example, is
Brunei Darussalam Standard Halal Food PBD 24:2007. However, a study needs to be made
on the Brunei Halal Regulations particularly in matter pertaining to alcohol to assess on the
sufficiency of this regulations in ensuring the halal integrity in products which contain
alcohol.

1.5 Research Questions
This part will be the directives in this dissertation in responding to the above problem

statement:
1) What similarities and differences do khamr, ethanol and alcohol have?
2) What are the issues related to halal products containing alcohol?

3) How far does halal regulation in Brunei Darussalam had played its role in maintaining

halal integrity in products containing alcohol?

1.6 Objectives of the Study
In providing answers to the above research questions, this dissertation will fulfil the three

objectives as mentioned below:

1) To clarify the meaning of khamr, alcohol and ethanol and its application in halal
industry.

2) To find out the issues pertaining to halal products containing alcohol.

3) To study halal regulation, halal standard, guidelines, and rules of Brunei Darussalam
in matters related to the use of alcohol in products.



1.7 Significance of the Study
This section will explain on the importance of this research to specific groups as a
clarification for their queries and references for academic or research purposes.

1.7.1 Community

Rapid development in today’s world create a whole different questions and queries which
was silent from years back. By neglecting to find the solutions and answers to these will
surely affect the progress of a country, specifically, halal industry, as it will hinder them
from unleashing their full potential, for instance the misconception on the legality of
alcohol will deter the attempt to commit to a business which is an unlikely trend but have
the probability of success, for example in condiments or in beverages, which have the high
possibility of using alcohol in its production. With this study, the researcher highly
anticipated the positive outcome from the group such as entrepreneur or future entrepreneur
as this will give them confidence in being involves with food and beverages production
activity. This will not only assist them to be success in their respective business but also
will contribute to this country as it will lessen the dependency to imported products from
neighbouring or foreign countries. It is also hope to encourage young people to be more
inventive and create their own local brands and products in this country. Furthermore, it is
also hope that it will help to decrease the rate of unemployment in this state and will boost

the country’s economy.

1.7.2 Reference to Relevant Authorities, Researchers, and Students

With this research and study, it is hope that it can be used as foundation or reference,
especially to researchers who are specifically looking for literature on the subject of alcohol
and halal regulation pertaining to alcohol in Brunei Darussalam. It is also hope by
researcher that the relevant authorities will be able to benefit from this dissertation. In
addition to that, researcher also hope the relevant authorities can consider the suggestions
made to further enhance the country’s effort to be a Global Halal Hub.

1.8 Structure of Dissertation
Chapter 1
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