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ABSTRACT 

 
INDEBTEDNESS ISSUE AMONG AL-GH  

IN BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 

 
This study aims to give the true meaning of debt  from the perspective of Islam and 
identify the definitions of al-Gh rim n based on the view of Jurists of the four madh hib 
and Brunei practice. It also seeks the types of debt owed by al-Gh rim n recipients as 
well as investigates the main factors and impacts of being in debt that lead to an arising 
issue on unexpected rising numbers of al-Gh rim n applicants in Brunei Darussalam. 
This study will only focus on one crucial issue i.e. the indebtedness issue. By identifying 
the issue beforehand, effective solutions will be recommended to tackle the problem. This 
study adopts descriptive and survey methods on the data collection. There are seven types 
of debt found during the survey and the majority are being in debt for government loan 
schemes, followed by private debts, financing loan and so on. It is found that among the 
main factors of being in debt are having small amount of monthly income, taking care of 
a large number of dependants, difficulty in getting job, settling other debts and many 
more. Thus, the impacts of being indebtedness led to many problems which include 
family problems, multiple debts occured, feeling disorders, bankruptcy and many more 
that caused troubles to al-Gh n themselves. Findings from this research are to guide 
al-Gh rim n Unit and al-Gh rim n themselves to surpass the issue. Hence, some 
recommendations have been suggested in order to mitigate the indebtedness issue among 
al-Gh rim n as well as to raise awareness on this issue. 
 
Keywords: indebtedness, al-Gh rim n, Brunei Darussalam.  
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ABSTRAK 

 
 

ISU KEBERHUTANGAN DI KALANGAN AL-GH  
DI NEGARA BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 

 
Kajian ini bertujuan untuk memberi hutang  dari perspektif Islam 
dan mengenali pengertian al-Gh rim n berlandaskan pemahaman ulama daripada empat 
mazhab dan perlaksanaannya di Negara Brunei Darussalam. Kajian ini berusaha 
mengenal pasti  jenis-jenis hutang yang ditanggung oleh al-Gh rim n serta menyelidik 
faktor-faktor utama dan  kesan-kesan berhutang yang mana kenaikan jumlah pemohon-
pemohon al-Gh rim n menjadi satu isu di Negara Brunei Darussalam. Kajian ini akan 
memberi fokus kepada satu isu sahaja iaitu isu keberhutangan. Dengan mengenal pasti isu 
tersebut, masalah keberhutangan akan dapat ditangani dengan mengajukan beberapa jalan 
penyelesaian yang berkesan. Untuk pengutipan data, kajian ini dilaksanakan dengan 
menggunakan kaedah deskriptif dan kaedah kajian lapangan. Kajian ini telah mendapati 
bahawa terdapat tujuh jenis-jenis hutang dan majoritinya telah berhutang dengan skim 
pinjaman kerajaan, pinjaman peribadi, pinjaman pembiayaan dan sebagainya. Kajian ini 
juga telah mendapati faktor utama masalah keberhutangan adalah disebabkan penerimaan 
kadar pendapatan yang rendah, mempunyai tanggungan ramai, susah mendapat pekerjaan, 
membayar pinjaman yang lain dan banyak lagi. Oleh itu, kesan-kesan berhutang 
menimbulkan pelbagai masalah lain seperti masalah kekeluargaan, hutang yang berlipat 
ganda, gangguan perasaan, muflis dan pelbagai lagi masalah yang menyebabkan 
kesusahan terhadap diri mereka sendiri. Hasil penemuan kajian ini dijangka dapat 
membantu Unit al-Gh rim n dan juga diri al-Gh rim n sendiri dalam menangani isu yang 
melanda. Oleh itu, beberapa cadangan telah dibawakan untuk menangani isu 
keberhutangan serta meningkatkan kesedaran orang ramai mengenai isu ini. 
 
Kata kunci: Keberhutangan, al-Gh rim n, Negara Brunei Darussalam. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Debt has been rising for decades and it is known as a two-edged sword which can 

improve welfare and enhance growth, but high levels of debt can be damaging and form a 

disaster.1 For Muslims, debt is not an estimable practice. Thus, Islam encourages its 

followers to work hard, depend on their own and to be independent.2 All h Sub nahu wa 

Ta l  clearly says: 

 

Means: And say (O Mu ammad Peace be Upon Him) Do deeds! All h will see your 

deeds, and (so will) His Messenger and the believers. And you will be brought back to the 

All-Knower of the unseen and the seen. Then He will inform you of what you used to 
3 

In Brunei Darussalam, the phenomenom of people in debt was highlighted in a 

local newspaper in year 2000, where many are so indebted to the banks. The fact that 

many people are spending beyond their capabilities have left them with a heavy burden.4 

Al- n clearly mentioned regarding on spending of the good things, where All h says: 

Means: 

and of that which We have produced from the earth for you, and do not aim at that which 

1 Stephen G Cecchetti, M S Mohanty, and Fabrizio Zampolli. (2011). The Real Effects of Debt. n.pl: Bank 
for International Settlements. p.2. 
2 Benaouda Bensaid, et.al Journal of Scientific 
Research 13 (2). Middle-East: IDOSI Publication. 2013. p.162. 
3 Al-Tawbah nic translation in this writing based on: Muhammad Taq -ud-D n Al-Hil l  & 
Muhammad Muhsin Kh n. (2006). n in the English Language. 
Madinah, Saudi Arabia: King Fahd Complex).   
4 Borneo Bulletin. Brunei Darussalam: Press Sdn. Bhd. 
(No.203). December 2000. p.4. 
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is bad to spend form it, (though) you would not accpet it save if you close your eyes and 

tolerate therein. And know that All h is Rich (Free of all needs), and Worthy of all 
5 

 The indebtedness issue continuously spreading until year 2009, where His 

Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam speaking in a titah 

(speech) during a meeting held by the Brunei Islamic Religious Council (MUIB), raised 

concern over the state of zak h affairs in the country, asking regarding  al-Gh rim n in 

Brunei Darussalam.6 After the titah, MUIB was flooding with people applying for up to 

more than 800 registrations in order to receive help under the zak h al-Gh rim n.7 Thus, 

this study will focus on the indebtedness issue among al-Gh rim n in Brunei Darussalam. 

 

1.1 DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 

1.1.1 Indebtedness 

The term indebtedness means owing money. This noun is originally comes from a word 

debt which defines as a sum of money that somebody owes. A person who are in debt is 

called a debtor.8 In order to understand the indebtedness in Islamic perspective, one must 

first draw on the semantics of the word. The word dayn (debt) in the Arabic language 

implies submission and humiliation. The mad n (debtor) is akin to being a detained 

person or a prisoner. Islam also uses the term gh rim as a meaning to the debtor, to 

describe any indebted person failing to repay his debt.9 

1.1.2 Issue 

In general meaning, issue is an important topic that people are discussing or arguing 

about10. It is informally known as a problem according to most dictionaries. According to 

the free online dictionary, Wiktionary, defines issue as the act of passing or flowing out 

or a moving out from any enclosed place, or the act of sending out as for example the 

5 Al-Baqarah. 2:267.   
6 Borneo Bulletin. Brunei Darussalam: Brunei Press Sdn. Bhd. 
(No.365). January 2009. pp.1 and 4. 
7 The Brunei Times. Brunei 
Darussalam: Brunei Times Sdn. Bhd. (No.199). January 2009. p.1. 
8 A S Hornby. (2000). Oxford A  6th ed. United Kingdom: Oxford University 
Press. p.300 and p.607. 
9 Benaouda Bensaid, et.al Op.cit. 2013. p.162. 
10 A S Hornby. (2000). . p.636. 
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issue of money from a treasury.11 So issue in the context of this study mean problems and 

matters related to al-Gh rim n who are in debt. 

1.1.3 Al-Gh rim n 

Al-Gh rim n is a plural Arabic noun which comes from a singular of al-Gh r m. The use 

al-Gh rim is to show that people (Muslims) who are in debt for valid purposes 

which include those who do not own ni b above what is needed to pay their debt. For 

example,  a Muslim man is considered as al-Gh rim if he spend a huge sum of money to 

build a mosque but he ends up in debt with other people for such noble reason. He is then 

eligible to receive the zak h and this is agreed among the Jumh r.12 According to the 

local newspaper,  al-Gh rim n group is made up of those who have run into debt on 

building projects for the public such as the construction of mosques or schools.13 

1.1.4 Brunei Darussalam National Context 

Brunei Darussalam is commonly known as Heart of Borneo as it is located on the north-

and area of 5,765 sq. km with a coast line of 

about 161 km along the South China Sea. It is bounded by the South China Sea in the 

north and all other sides are surrounded by the Malaysian State of Sarawak which divides 

Brunei Darussalam into two parts i.e. the eastern part which is the Temburong District 

and the western part which consists of Brunei Muara, Tutong and Belait Districts. Bandar 

Seri Begawan is the capital of Brunei Darussalam with an area of about 100.36 sq km, 

which is situated at Brunei Muara District. The actual number and latest total population 

up until year 2015 is 406,200 i.e. 8,124 in Temburong, 292,464 in Brunei Muara, 44,682 

in Tutong, and 60,930 in Belait. The population consists mainly of 66% of Malays who 

form the largest ethnic group followed by 10% of Chinese while the rests are 24% of 

other races14. 

Based on the definitions above this research is aimed at studying on the owing 

money problems and matters among the Muslim debtors (al-Gh rim n according to the 

11 Issue. Retrieve from 
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/issue. 10/05/2014. 
12 Mahyuddin Haji Abu Bakar. (2011). Towards Achieving the Quality of Life in the Management of Zakat 
Distribution to the Rightful Recipients. Malaysia: Universiti Utara Malaysia. p.238. 
13  Op.cit. (No.199). January 2009. p.1. 
14 See: Brunei Press Commercial Printing Services. (2015). Borneo Bulletin YearBook 2015. Brunei 
Darussalam. pp.46-61. 



113 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Al-Qur n al-Kar m 

 
Arabic References: 

Ab al-Fid Ism . (1999). Tafs r Ibn Kath r. S m  bin
 Mu ammad Sal mah (Ed.). n.pl: D r . 

Ab  al-Hussayn Ya y  bin Ab  al-Khayr. (2000). Al-Bay n f  Madhhab al-Im m Sh fi . 
Jeddah: D r al-Manhaj. 

 al-D n, Ab  Bakr bin Mas d bin A mad. (1986). Bad i  al- an i  f  Tart b
 Shar i . 2nd ed. n.pl: D r al-Kutub al- Ilmiyyah. 

Al-Bukh r , Muhammad bin Ism l Ab  Abdullah. (n.d).  Bukh r . Muhammad
 Zuhayr bin Na ir (Ed.). n.pl: D r awq al-Naj t. 

Elias A. Elias and Ed. E. Elias. (1982). Q m s al-Jayb. Beirut: D r al-J l. 

Al-Ghaz l , Ab  mad Mu ammad bin Mu ammad. (n.d). Al-Was  f  al-Madhh b.
 A mad Ma m d Ibr h m and Mu ammad Mu ammad T m r (Ed.). Egypt: D r
 al-Sal m. 

Al-Gh t b , Ab  Mu ammad bin Ma m d bin A mad bin al-Husayn. (2000). al-Ban yah 
Shar  al-Hid yah. Beirut: D r al-Kutub al- Ilmiyyah. 

Al-  Mu -D al- -Sal m. (1991). Qaw id 
al-A k m f  Ma li  al-An m -Rawf Sa ad (Ed.). Cairo: Maktab  
al-Kulliyy t al-Azhariyyah. 

Al-Jaz r -Ra m n bin Mu Al-  al-Madh h b al-
. n.pl: D r al- m. 

Ibn M jah, Ab  Abdullah Mu ammad bin Yaz d. (n.d). Sun n Ibn M jah. n.pl: D r Ihya 
al-Kutub al-  

M lik bin Anas bin M mir al-A ba i. (n.d). al-Muwa . Abd al-Wahh b bin 
Abd al-La f (Ed.). n.pl: Al-Maktabah al- Ilmiyyah. 2nd Ed. 

Mu ammad bin A -Dus q . (n.d). H shiah al-Dus q  f  Shar i al-
Kab r.  n.pl: D r al-Fikr. 

Mu ammad Fu d and Abd al-B q . (1994). Al-Mu jam al-Mufahras li Alf dh al- n 
al-Kar m. Cairo, Egypt: D r al-H

M s  bin A mad bin M s  bin S lim. (n.d). Al-  f  al-Fiqh al-Im m A mad bin 
anbal -La f Mu ammad M s  al-Subk  (Ed.). Beirut: D r al-  

Muslim bin al- ajj j Ab  al- asan al-Qushayr  an-N s b r . (n.d). a  Muslim. 
Mu ammad Fu q  (Ed.). Beirut: D r Ihy  al-Tur th al- . Vol.4. 

Mu af  al-Khinn, Mu af  al-Bugh   al-Sharbaj  (1992). Al-Fiqh al-Manhaj . 
Beirut: D r al-Qalam. 



114 

Al-Muzan , Ab  Ibr h m Ism l bin Ya y  bin Ism l. (1990).  Mukhta ar al-Muzan
Beirut: D r al-Ma rifah. 

Al-Nas , Ab  -Ra m n A mad bin Shu ayb bin Al . (1986). Sun n al-Nas . 
n.pl: Maktab al- -Islamiyyah. 

Al-Nawaw , Ab  Zakariyy  Ma yudd n Yahy  bin Sharaf. (1991). Raw ah al- lib n wa 
-Muft n. Zuhayr al-Sh w sh (Ed.). Beirut: Al-Maktabah al-

Isl m  

Al-Qar f , Ab  al- s Shih b al-D n A mad bin Idr s bin Abd al-Ra m n. (1994). 
Al-Dhakh rah li al-Qar fi. Mu ammad al-Haj  (Ed.). Beirut: D r al-Gharb al-
Isl m

Ibn Qayyim, Mu ammad bin Ab  Bakr bin Ayy b bin Sa ad Shams al-D n. (n.d). -
Ma b d wa shiah Ibn Qayyim. 2nd ed. Beirut: D r al-Kutub al-  

Ibn Qayyim, Mu ammad bin Ab  Bakr bin Ayy b bin Sa ad Shamsudd n. (1994). Z da 
al-Ma di f  Hadyi Khayr al- d. 27th ed. Beirut: Muassasah al-Ris lah. 

Ibn Qud mah, Ab  Mu ammad Mawfiq al-D n Abdull h bin A mad bin Mu ammad. 
(1968). Al-Mughn  li Ab  Qud mah. Cairo, Egypt: Maktabah al-Q hirah. Vol.5. 

Al-Samarqand . (1994). Tu fah al-Fuqah . Beirut: D r al-Kutub al- Vol.3.

Al-Sh ib , Ibr him bin M s . (1997). Al-Muw faq t f  U l al-Shar ah. Ab  
Mashh r bin  Salm n (Ed.). n.pl: D r Ibn n.

Al-Zarkash , Shamsudd n Mu ammad bin Abdull h. (1993). Sharh al-Zarkash . n.pl: D r 
al- k n. 

Zayn al-D n Mu ammad. (1988). Al-Tays r Bi Shar  al-J - agh r. 3rd ed. Riyadh: 
Maktabah al-Im m al-Sh

Ziy d Ibr h m Miqd r. (2003). -Dayn. Beirut, Lebanon: D r al-Kutub  

Al-Zuhayl , Wahbah bin Mu af (n.d). Al-Tafs r al-Mun al- dah wa al-Shar ah 
wa al-Man 2nd ed. Beirut: D r al-Fikr al- ir. 

 
English References: 

Ajaz Ahmed Khan and Helen Mould. (2008). Islam and Debt. United Kingdom: Islamic
 Relief Worldwide. 

Benaouda Bensaid, Fadila Grine, Mohd Roslan Mohd Nor and Mohd Yakub Zulkifli
 Mohd Journal of
 Scientific Research 13 (2). Middle-East: IDOSI Publication. 2013. 

Diana Cheong and Roger Lawrey. (2009). A Study Of Unemployment Issues Among
 Registered job Seekers In Brunei Darussalam. Brunei Darussalam: Centre for
 Strategic and Policy Studies. 

Jasser Auda. (2007). Maq sid al-Shar ah As Philosophy of Islamic Law. London: The
 International Institute of Islamic Thought. 



115 

Jeremy Dear, Paula Dear and Tim Jones. (2013). Life and Debt: Global Studies of Debt
 . n.pl: Kolorco. 

Mahyuddin Haji Abu Bakar. (2011). Towards Achieving the Quality of Life in the
 Management of Zakat Distribution to the Rightful Recipients. Malaysia: Universiti
 Utara Malaysia. 

Omar Usman and Adam Taufique. (n.d). A Practical Guide to Debt And Personal
 Finance for Muslims. n.pl: Qalam Institute. 

Rose Abdullah. (2012). Zakat Management In Brunei Darussalam: Funding The
 Economic Activities Of The Poor. Brunei Darussalam: Universiti Islam Sultan
 Sharif Ali. 

Sayyid Mu f  al-Qazwin . (2009). When Power and Piety Collide. U.S.A: Islamic
 Educational Center. 

Stephen G Cecchetti, M S Mohanty, and Fabrizio Zampolli. (2011). The Real Effects of
 Debt. n.pl: Bank for International Settlements. 

Temas Coyuntura. (1999). Finding Solutions To The Debt Problems of Developing
 Countries. Chile: Cepal Eclac. 

 
Malay References: 

Awang Haji Adam bin Haji Ahmad. (2000). Hutang Menurut Pandangan Islam. Dayang
 Siti binti Haji Sabtu and Awang Haji Saini bin Haji Metussin (Ed.). Brunei
  

Murni Yusoff. (2013). Usahawan Mikro dan Keberhutangan Melampau. Malaysia:
 Utusan Printcorp Sdn. Bhd. 

Al-Qardawi, Yusuf. (1988). Hukum Zakat. Salman Harun, Didin Hafidhuddin and
 Hassanuddin (trans.). Singapore: Pustaka Nasional Pte. Ltd. 

 
Newspapers and Yearbook Bulletin: 

Borneo Bulletin. Brunei Darussalam: Brunei
 Press Sdn. Bhd. (No.365). January 2009. 

Brunei Press Commercial Printing Services. (2015). Borneo Bulletin YearBook 2015.
 Brunei Darussalam. 

The Brunei Times. Brunei
 Darussalam: Brunei Times Sdn. Bhd. (No.074). July 2015. 

The Brunei Times.
 Brunei Darussalam: Brunei Times Sdn. Bhd. (No.199). January 2009. 

Borneo Bulletin. Brunei Darussalam:
 Press Sdn. Bhd. (No.203). December 2000. 



116 

The Brunei
 Times. Brunei Darussalam: Brunei Times Sdn. Bhd. (No.124). March 2015. 
 
Internet: 

Issue. Retrieve from
 http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/issue. 

- TitahView.
 Retrieve from 

http://www.pmo.gov.bn/Lists/TITAH/NewDispform.aspx?ID=146&Source=http
%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Epmo%2Egov%2Ebn%2FPMO%2520Pages%2FTitah-
View%2Easpx&ContentTypeId=0x0100422E821587FC974C9DFFAF38C117CE
34. 
 

Unpublished Materials: 

 Thesis submitted for Degree in
 Brunei Studies. Universiti Brunei Darussalam. 

 Thesis submitted for Master in Islamic Finance and
 Management. Durham University. 

l Effects of Debt Certification: Evidence from the
 Thesis submitted for Masters in Business.
 University of Chicago. 

 Employees: Issue and Thesis for Degree of Master of Business
 Administration. Universiti Brunei Darussalam. 

A n f
 al-Gh rim n Thesis submitted for
 Degree in Islamic Teaching (Shar Kolej Universiti Perguruan Ugama Seri
 Begawan. 

Al-Gh
Academic Exercise submitted in partial fulfillment of

 the requirements for the degree of Bachelor of Science in Islamic Finance.
 Universiti Islam Sultan Sharif Ali. 

Others: 

A S Hornby. (2000).  6th ed. United Kingdom:
 Oxford University Press. 

Md Fahmi bin Haji Abas. Interview. Bangunan Madrasah, JMUIB. 17th November 2014. 

Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan. (2011). Brunei Darussalam Country
 Report. Japan. 



117 

Office of the Attorney General. (1984). . England, London: Eyre &
 Spottiswoode Ltd, Her Majesty  

  


